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  Current Guidelines and Protocols



        
      
        
          


  Thank you for your continued cooperation and support. The Covid-19 Management Team (CMT) continues to work diligently to keep this community vibrant and sustain our successful return to research and in-person learning.
Vaccination/Booster – Effective June 19, 2023: Caltech has ended its current COVID-19 vaccination requirement for all Caltech employees and students.
Masking – Effective April 17, 2023: Masks are voluntary in indoor spaces unless otherwise indicated. Free N95 and KN95 masks are available for pickup with a Caltech ID at the bookstore.





        
      
        
          


  UG/Grad Students



        
      
        
          


  
    
      
        
          
          Been Exposed?
        
      

      
        A "close contact" is defined as someone who shared the same indoor airspace (e.g., small classrooms, labs, office) with a person diagnosed with Covid-19 for 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (does not have to be consecutive).
Per public health guidelines, indivduals who have been exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19 and do not have symptoms are only recommended to test (within 5 days) if they are at higher risk of severe disease OR if they have contact with people who are at higher risk for severe COVID-19 infection. Masking is recommended when around those at a higher risk for 10 days.
Testing is available on campus via the surveillance testing program.

Note: Day 0 is the last day of your last contact/exposure with the confirmed case and Day 1 is the first full day after your last exposure.


      

    

  
    
      
        
          
          Experiencing Symptoms?
        
      

      
        All students are required to report ALL symptoms through the Covid-19 reporting application. You will be contacted by CMT on how to get tested at the student health center. While awaiting results, it is strongly recommended that you minimize contact with others and wear a mask if you must go out into the community.
If your test results are positive, you will be instructed to isolate and provided with Isolate in Place guidelines. If your test results are negative, it is strongly recommended that you wear a well-fitted (N95, KN95) mask until symptoms resolve.

Symptoms of Covid-19
	Fever or Chills
	Cough
	Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
	Fatigue
	Muscle or body aches
	Headache
	Loss of taste or smell
	Sore throat
	Congestion or runny nose
	Nausea or vomiting



      

    

  
    
      
        
          
          Tested Positive?
        
      

      
        All students, regardless of vaccination status, history of previous infection, or lack of symptoms, must isolate and report to CMT via the Covid-19 Reporting Application.
UG and Grad students living in Caltech housing will isolate in their residences and be provided with Isolate in Place guidelines. It is imperative that these guidelines be followed to ensure the safety of others in our community.
The minimum isolation is 5 full days from either the onset of symptoms or positive test date, whichever date comes first. (Day 0 is the first day of symptoms or positive test, Day 1 is the first full day after symptoms or positive test). Your tentative isolation release date will be indicated in the isolation guidelines sent to your student portal.
Isolation may end after Day 5 (i.e., between Day 6-10) if both of the following criteria are met:
	You have had no fever for at least 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medicines). AND
	Other symptoms are not present or symptoms are mild and improving.

**A negative Covid-19 test is no longer required to leave isolation.
Daily wellness surveys will be sent to your student portal, you MUST complete these daily to ensure your timely release from isolation.
If you meet the criteria above, CMT will send you an official isolation release message to your student portal.
After your release, it is required that you continue to wear a well-fitted (N95, KN95) mask around others between Day 6-10.



      

    

  



        
      
        
          

        
      
        
          


  Faculty, Staff & Postdocs



        
      
        
          


  
    
      
        
          
          Been Exposed?
        
      

      
        A "close contact" is defined as someone who shared the same indoor airspace (e.g., small classrooms, labs, office) with a person diagnosed with Covid-19 for 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (does not have to be consecutive).
Per public health guidelines, indivduals who have been exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19 and do not have symptoms are only recommended to test (within 5 days) if they are at higher risk of severe disease OR if they have contact with people who are at higher risk for severe COVID-19 infection. Masking is recommended when around those at a higher risk for 10 days.
Testing is available on campus via the surveillance testing program.

Note: Day 0 is the last day of your last contact/exposure with the confirmed case and Day 1 is the first full day after your last exposure.


      

    

  
    
      
        
          
          Experiencing Symptoms?
        
      

      
        All individuals experiencing possible symptoms of Covid-19, regardless of vaccination status or previous history of infection, should stay home and minimize contact with others and test for Covid-19. You may call Student Wellness Services at (626) 395-6393 to schedule an appointment to get a Covid-19 PCR test. Please notify your supervisor of any absences from work due to illness. Reporting symptoms to CMT via the Covid-19 reporting app is no longer required.
If your test results are positive, you will be instructed to isolate and provided with isolation guidelines. If your test results are negative, it is strongly recommended that you wear a well-fitted (N95, KN95) mask until symptoms resolve.

Symptoms of Covid-19
	Fever or Chills
	Cough
	Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
	Fatigue
	Muscle or body aches
	Headache
	Loss of taste or smell
	Sore throat
	Congestion or runny nose
	Nausea or vomiting



      

    

  
    
      
        
          
          Tested Positive?
        
      

      
        All Caltech employees including Postdocs, regardless of vaccination status, history of previous infection or lack of symptoms, must isolate and report to CMT via the Covid-19 Reporting Application.
The minimum isolation is 5 full days from either the onset of symptoms or positive test date, whichever date comes first. (Day 0 is the first day of symptoms or positive test, Day 1 is the first full day after symptoms or positive test). Your isolation release date will be indicated in your isolation guidelines.

Isolation may end after Day 5 (i.e., between Day 6-10) if both of the following criteria are met:
	You have had no fever for at least 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medicines). AND
	Other symptoms are not present or symptoms are mild and overall improving.

**A negative Covid-19 test is no longer required to leave isolation.
Daily wellness surveys will be sent to you, these are optional if you would like to inform CMT about your health status.
On Day 5, CMT will send you an official isolation release with additional guidance.
After your release, it is required that you continue to wear a well-fitted (N95, KN95) mask around others between Day 6-10.



      

    

  



        
      
        
          

        
      
        
          


  Additional Resources

  
    
      
      
        
          Pasadena Public Health Department
        
      

    
      
      
        
          LA County Department of Public Health
        
      

    
      
      
        
          California Department of Public Health
        
      

    
      
      
        
          Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
        
      

    
  




        
      
        
          

        
      
    

  




    
  
    
      

    
  
    
      


  
    Hours

    
      
        
          
            Mon - Fri
          

          
            8:00 am - 5:00 pm
          

        

      
    
  

  
    Contact

    
      
      
        1239 Arden Rd.
      

      
        
          Mail Code 1-8
        

      
      
        
          Pasadena, California 91125
        

      
      
    

    
      



(626) 395-6393
(626) 585-1522
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